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A Message from Mrs Rought 

 

I did say that this was a very short half term, but wow, we have packed a lot into it!  



Year 6 have completed their SATS and as expected, they showed great determination in their 

approach to these tests, we really could not have asked for more from them, they 

thoroughly deserved the trip to Drayton Manor as their reward for all their hard work. Next 

half term they will be working on their Leavers' Play and planning their prom, so that we can 

see them off in style.  

We have held auditions for our very first Talent Show, we were blown away by the talents 

our children have. The Talent Show will take place on Wednesday 25th June and I cannot 

wait for you to see the wide range of talents our children have.  

Our clubs offer this term has been very popular, with more on offer for music and other 

creative subjects. Our first Fizz Pop science session will start on the 2nd June if you have 

signed your child up. We have a choir, who will be singing in Young Voices 26,  they sound 

wonderful! We will let you know about Autumn clubs offer a few weeks before the end of 

term, so that you can sign your child up for anything that they might like.  

As ever, we have had lots of visits / visitors into school to enhance our curriculum. On 30th 

April, year 5 went to Q3 to see their performance of 'We Will Rock You'. The children had an 

amazing experience and our staff were so proud of their impeccable behaviour.  On Friday 

2nd May, Dudley First Responders came in to work will all the children, teaching them how 

to make an emergency 999 call. The older children learnt how to do CPR and how to deal 

with bleeding.  On 7th May, Year 5 went on their trip to the Black Country Museum and had 

a wonderful time learning about life in Victorian times in the Black Country.  

The highlight of the half term has got to be our VE Day celebration, the children and staff 

looked great in their 1940s costumes and we all enjoyed our street party, singing along to 

war time songs, creating beautiful collaborative art and learning about VE through a visiting 

workshop. Jake, from AS Creatives, who led the sessions, said that we were his favourite 

school of the week. He complimented the children  and their attitude to learning and the 

staff on the commitment to ensuring the children had the best experience. We have shared 

our photos on Dojo, but they are also on this newsletter as a reminder.  

This week we had a visit from James from WBA foundation and Baggie Bird, who came in to 

launch our 'Baggie Bird Penalty Shootout', which is taking place on Thursday 12th June. We 

also enjoyed a WBA Football Roadshow, which meant every class had the chance to spend 

time with the WBA coaches, working on their football skills and enjoying inflatable darts!  

Next half term will be just as busy, with lots of trips planned for year groups. Year 1 are 

visiting Dudley Zoo, Year 2 are going to Edgmond Hall, Year 3 are visiting the Sea Life Centre 

and Year 4 are off the Bodenham Arboretam  and Symphony Hall. We also have sports days, 

bikeability sessions , PCSO workshops for years 5 and 6, our last inspirational individual of 

the year and of course, the children will find out who their teacher will be next year. Year 1 

and some of year 2 will have their phonics test and year 4 have their multiplication tables 



check in June, the results of all of the assessments will come home to you in your child's 

annual report on the 9th July.  

We also have our Summer Fair to look forward to on Saturday 12th July, I really hope we can 

build on the great success of last year, bringing our school community together.  

Hello and Goodbye 

We have a few hellos to say this half term, our new caretaker has joined us, he is called Mr 

Roden and he is really happy to be here at St Matin's helping us to make our school as safe 

and attractive as we can. As you can imagine, we have a long list of jobs for him, starting 

with ensuring the playground is clear of the left over benches after the Whitsun break.  

We also say hello to Miss Wheeler, a new lunchtime supervisor who joined us last week and 

will be an excellent addition to our lunchtime team.  

You may have heard news that Mrs Judge, our School Business Manager, will be leaving us 

soon, her last day is the 1st July, when she will take up her new role for Sandwell Council. I 

am sure you will wish Mrs Judge all the very best!  

Our Collective Worship 

 

This half term we have focused specifically on our Christian values and ethos through stories 

about what happened after Jesus rose from the dead. The liturgical cloth has been white 



since our return after Easter, which shows that we are still in the special time of Easter, this 

will remain white, until Pentecost, on the 8th June, when the cloth will be red.  

Since our return this half term, we have focussed on: 

29th April  - Jesus meets the disciples after his resurrection  / Doubting Thomas  

6th May - VE Day  

13th May  - (classroom led due to SATS) Picture News  

19th May - The Ascension of Jesus   

 

The children have enjoyed hearing these stories and have followed up with further 

conversations in their class worship on Tuesdays.  

Year 5 Trip to Black Country Museum 

 

 

 



 

 

What a fantastic day! Year 5 had a great time at the Black Country Living Museum today. 

Their behaviour was outstanding and they enjoyed every minute. 

Particular highlights were the Victorian school lesson, playing the Victorian street games, 

watching Laurel and Hardy in the cinema, and asking lots of questions about the artefacts in 

the different buildings.  

Lots of children have said that they would love to go again with their families so that they 

can share the experience with them! 

First Aid Day with Dudley Community First Responders 

All the children from reception to year 6 had an incredibly important visit from Dudley 

Community First Responders, who talked to us about what to do in an emergency. 

This included life saving process of danger, response, shout for help, catastrophic bleeding, 

air way, breathing, CPR and defibrillator. 

A huge thank you for those volunteers for the amazing work that they do, but also for giving 

up their time to come and inform us and help us to understand what to do 



 

 

 



 

VE Day Celebrations 

What a fantastic day we  had in school, celebrating the very special 80th anniversary of VE 

Day.  

The staff and children came to school dressed in 1940s clothes, as they arrived at school we 

had 1940s wartime tunes playing and the bunting was out!  The children all bought along 

some food for our class street parties.  

We all completed work for our collaborative art projects, we sang along to some war time 

songs and learnt all about VE Day and why it was such a special day in 1945 and why we 

should always remember.  

The children in years R-Year 6 all had a class workshop led by Jake from As Creatives, each 

with a different focus. Jake complimented our children and staff for their enthusiasm and 

excellent attitude during the sessions.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



Year 6 Trip to Drayton Manor 

Year 6 had a fantastic time at Drayton Manor. They were so brave and had a go on all of the 

rides, even the upside down ones! They were so well behaved and lots of fun was had by us 

all.  

The children deserved this trip for all of the effort put in during SAT's.  

 

 

 



 

 



 

Safeguarding 

 

At St Martin's we take our safeguarding duty very seriously. Safeguarding children is the 

action we take to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm. 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. Every single person who comes into contact with 

children and families has a role to play. If you have any concerns about a child's safety or 

welfare you can speak to a member of our safeguarding team. 

 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Lees 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Rought 

Deputy designated safeguarding lead: Miss Hunt 

 

Spotlight on: Cyber Bulling and Online Safety 



Cyber bullying is any form  of bullying which takes place online or  through smartphones and 

tablets—adults  and children can be victims of this form of  bullying so we have to be vigilant. 

The  impact of this bullying can be wide  reaching from feeling frightened and  intimidated, 

being the victim of fake  gossip or rumours, having photos or  videos posted about you, 

being on the  receiving end of language that causes  offense and an argument, threatening  

behaviour etc. In addition people with  malicious intent can use the internet for  grooming of 

young and vulnerable  people, fraud, stalking, exclusion,  blackmail etc. The internet and 

social  media can be fun and can bring many  educational and personal benefits but  adult 

and child alike we must protect  ourselves from misuse. For more information go to 

www.bullying.co.uk 

 

Social Media Platforms 

Do you know what your child is doing  online?  

Are you routinely talking to your  child and checking what internet sites  they are accessing?  

It is very important to monitor and teach  your child some key internet safety rules...  

1) Don’t post any personal information  online – like your address, email address  or mobile 

number. 

2) Think carefully before posting pictures  or videos of yourself. Once you’ve put a  picture of 

yourself  online most people  can see it— is it a  photo you would  want everyone to  see?   

3) Keep your privacy  settings as high as  possible.  

4) Never give out  your passwords  (except to your parents if they want to  check your 

accounts to keep you safe).  

5) Don’t befriend people you don’t know.  

6) Don’t meet up with people you’ve met  online. Speak to your parent or carer  about 

people suggesting you do. 

7) Remember that not everyone online is  who they say they are—adults sometimes  

pretend to be children to make friends  with you online.  

8) Think carefully about what you say  before you post something online. 

9) Respect other people’s views, even if  you don’t agree with someone else’s  views doesn’t 

mean you need to be rude.  

10) Use parental safety software/apps to  block inappropriate internet use and  monitor your 

children's online activity 

11) Ensure that the online games your  child wants to play are appropriate to  their age.  

https://www.bullying.co.uk/


12) If you see something online that If you  see something online that makes you feel  

uncomfortable, unsafe or worried: leave  the website and tell a trusted adult  immediately.  

 

All of our staff at St Martin's have regular safeguarding training updates. Safeguarding is 

also part of our induction programme for new staff. We are very lucky to have a Early Help 

Police Officer attached to our school. Her name is Shendy Blakemore. She will be working 

closely with us this year to provide important safeguarding sessions to our children. If you 

would like to speak to her or feel that you need any support from her then please let Mrs 

Lees know and we will be happy to arrange that for you. If you are concerned about a child, 

please talk to a Designated Safeguarding Lead or any member of staff in school.  

 

Dementia Friendly School 

 



As the academic year progresses, we are continuing with work associated with our 

'Dementia Friendly School' award. 

The Alzheimer's Society has information about dementia for teenagers and young adults, 

and for children, including videos. Some young people have found it helpful to learn more 

about dementia by becoming a dementia friend.  Dementia can be a difficult concept to 

explain to children  - but there are some really great resources to help you to support your 

own child at home.  

The link here has lota of helpful guides and resources: Explaining dementia to children and 

young people | Alzheimer's Society 

Please remember - if you would like any support or would like to talk to anyone regarding 

dementia then please contact Mrs Lees. We are happy to support your family wherever 

necessary. 

Celebrating Attendance Success at St. Martin's Primary School!  

 

At St. Martin's, we believe that attendance is incredibly important, and we celebrate it with 

enthusiasm because good attendance is an integral part of a successful education.  

 

Weekly individual attendance Prizes 

Every Friday at St. Martin's, we come together to celebrate the amazing achievements of our 

pupils. One of the highlights of this gathering is the attendance wheel. A child's name is 

entered in to the attendance wheel if they have attended school every day  of the week. 

They receive a special prize from the 'treasure chest'! 

 

Class attendance prizes 

Each week the class with the highest attendance is announced in our worship session. The 

class receives a trophy for their efforts and sometimes even an extra break time! 

 

https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-support/daily-living/explain-dementia-children-young-people
https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-support/daily-living/explain-dementia-children-young-people


Winning classes this half term are: 

Week Ending                   Winning class                 Percentage 

2 May                                 Year 2 and Year 5           99.3% 

9 May                                 Reception                        99.6% 

16 May                               Year 6                               100% 

23 May                               Year 3                               99.7% 

 

Each half term the class with the highest attendance is also announced during our final 

worship session. 

The class with the best attendance for Summer 1 is: Reception  – 98.3% 

Well done to all classes! 

Termly awards 

Pupils also have a chance to win Bronze, Silver and Gold certificates throughout the 

academic year. 

 

If you require any support with your child's attendance or any advice please contact Mrs 

Lees (Senior Attendance Lead) or Mrs Breckell (Attendance Champion).  

We are happy to work together with you to ensure children achieve the best attendance 

possible. Our attendance is currently the highest in Tipton! Lets continue to work together 

to keep this up! We are so proud! 

Thank you for your continued support and involvement in making St. Martin's a place where 

all of our pupils can thrive. 



Sandwell Parents for Disabled Children Newsletter June and July 2025 

 

 



 

 



 

 



Sandwell Parents for Disabled Children Family Club Newsletter  

 



Sandwell Parents for Disabled Children Family Club Activities 

 

 



Black Country Local History Fayre  

 

 



May Half Term Free Activities 

 



Choices Activities 

 



Go Play May Half Term 

 

4 Community Trust - Wraparound Care Provision 

 

Our wrap around care is run by 4 Community Trust, who run many breakfast and after 

school clubs in the local area, they have a great reputation and are competitively priced. 

They offer lots of flexibility in how many sessions you need to book, they have an app where 

you can manage your bookings and payments and they accept childcare vouchers.  

  



The club takes place in our old year 5 room, which was upgraded over the summer. It now 

has a kitchen area fitted, so that meals can be prepared on site. Parents can access the room 

without coming onto the main school reception before and after school office hours. This 

will be via a bell or a phone call to the staff on duty. If your child gets space in a school run 

after school club, they can be taken to this club by school staff if needed. Please remember 

that there is no guarantee of your child gaining a space in a school run after school club 

each half term, so please do not rely on this for childcare.  

 

In order to book a place you will need to call the number on the flyer below, you will then 

find out how to register on the app and how to set your child up with access to the wrap 

around care. As 4 Community Trust is an independent organisation, any queries about 

booking and payments will need to go through them please, not the main school office.  

  

We really hope that you are pleased with this offer and it makes managing work and the 

school run that little bit easier.  

 

To view 4 Community Trust's Prospectus, please visit our website: 

4Community Trust - Wraparound Care Provision | St Martin’s C E Primary School (st-

martins.sandwell.sch.uk) 

Easy Fundraising  

 

We’re now registered with easyfundraising, which means you can help us raise funds for 

FREE.  

https://www.st-martins.sandwell.sch.uk/4community-trust-wraparound-care-provision/
https://www.st-martins.sandwell.sch.uk/4community-trust-wraparound-care-provision/


Over 7,000 brands will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no 

extra cost to yourself! All you need to do is sign up and remember to use easyfundraising 

whenever you shop online.  

It’s easy and completely FREE! These donations really mount up, so please sign up to 

support us at:  

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/st-martins-c-of-e-primary-school-tipton 

Road Safety 

 

Can parents and carers please be vigilant when crossing the roads. You are the one who will 

be with your children at the roadside every day. When you are out with your child you will 

have good opportunities to reinforce road safety messages. Please think about telling your 

child about the importance of finding safer places to cross, stopping behind the kerb, looking, 

listening, and thinking, holding their hands even if using a lollipop person or pedestrian 

facility. Making sure they have good visibility, taking their hoods down and no distractions 

with phones or friends when near roads. This will help your child to develop good road 

safety habits at an early age and reinforce your own road safety awareness. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/st-martins-c-of-e-primary-school-tipton


School Dinners - Summer 2025 Menu 

 

Please remember that if you would like your child to have a school dinner, regardless of 

whether it is chargeable, you must order before 8.45am each day or you can book many 

days in advance. If you book a meal, please do not send your child with a packed lunch as 

you may still be charged.  Please remember to cancel any pre-booked meals if your child is 

absent.  All meals need to be booked and paid for (if applicable) on the School Grid app. If 

you need any help, please contact the office. 

My Clothing - Uniform Supplier 

We are delighted to inform you that you can now buy uniform with our school logo on from 

My Clothing:   

St Martin's Primary School – My Clothing 

 

Uniform can also still be purchased from The School Uniform Merchant 

https://myclothing.com/collections/st-martins-primary-school-16918
https://www.theschooluniformmerchant.co.uk/


 

 



Office Post Box 

 

There is now a blue post box located outside of the main reception doors. Please feel free to 

put any correspondence you have for the office in this post box such as reply slips, etc. The 

post box is checked twice daily.  

Paperless Communication 

 

A reminder that we are now paperless. The transition has worked very well, so thankyou for 

working with us on this and using Dojo and our MS forms for communication.  



School car parks 

 

We have been receiving a number of complaints regarding parents parking 

inconsiderately .  If you do need to drive to drop off or collect your child please park 

considerately and ensure you are not obstructing drives, garages or access to roads.   

School car parks are for the use of staff and official visitors ONLY at all times. INCLUDING 

WHEN COLLECTING CHILDREN FROM AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES and NURSERY.   

Please find alternative parking away from the school premises When parking, please 

respect our neighbours by parking considerately and not block driveways or park on 

double yellow lines. 

Key Dates (including term dates for 2024/25) 

 

Please note that we have added in statutory assessment dates for Year 1 phonics, Year 4 

multiplication testing and Year 6 SATS for 2024 and 2025. It is vital that your child attends 

school during this time, in order to take the assessments.  



Key Dates 

2024/25 

SUMMER TERM 2025 

Friday 23rd May - last day of half term  

 

Monday 26th May to Friday 30th May - half term holiday 

 

Monday 2nd June - Training Day 4 - school closed to pupils 

Tuesday 3rd June  - Year 4 Multiplication Testing window (two weeks)  

Friday 6th June - Class Photo's and Year 6 Leaver's Portraits 

Monday 9th June - Year 1 Phonics Screening week 

Monday 9th June - Reception Fathers' Day Stay and Play  

Tuesday 10th June - Nursery Fathers' Day Stay and Play  

Wednesday 11th June - Year 4 Trip to Bodenham Arboretum 

Thursday 12th June - Baggie Bird Penalty Shootout  

Wednesday 2nd July - Years 1 & 2 Sports Day at 1.15 pm - 2.15 pm 

Wednesday 2nd July - Year 3 & 4 Sports Day at 2.15 pm to 3.15 pm 

Thursday 3rd July - Children meet their new teacher 

Monday 7th July -  Reception and Nursery Sports Day  at 9.15 am and 2.15 pm 

Wednesday 9th July - Reports to parents 

Wednesday 9th July - Year 5 Sports Day at 1.15 pm - 2.15 pm 

Wednesday 9th July - Year 6 Sports Day at 2.15 pm to 3.15 pm 

Thursday 10th July - Year 6 Prom at 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm 

Tuesday 15th July - Rocksteady Concert at 9.00 am 

Tuesday 15th July - Year 6 leavers Play  - 5pm  

Wednesday 16th July - Year 6 Leaver's Play -  9am 

Friday 18th July  - Year 6 Leaver's Assembly - 9am  

Friday 18th July  - Last day of term - school closes to all pupils at the end of the day 



Monday 21st July  -Training Day 5 - school closed 

 

2025/26 

AUTUMN TERM 2025 

Monday 1st September and Tuesday 2nd September - Training Days 1 and 2 - school closed  

Covid/Infections Reminder 

Please do not send your child to school if they have a temperature and are too unwell to be 

in school.  They should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until the 

temperature has gone. If your child is well enough to be in school then they should be in 

school as their education is important to their wellbeing and attainment; we will give you a 

call if they feel unwell, don't worry!  

The latest guidance about what you should do if your child has symptoms will always be on 

the NHS website (below). 

For further information, please visit the NHS Website here or call NHS 119. 

 

Operation Encompass 

St Martin's is part of Sandwell's Operation Encompass.  This is an initiative that enhances 

communication between the police and schools where a child is at risk from domestic abuse. 

Operation Encompass has been established to help schools provide in-school support to 

children who have been present at, exposed to or involved in any domestic abuse incident. 

We know that children can be significantly harmed, physically and/or emotionally, during 

these situations, and that it also negatively affects their learning and behaviour in class.  

Therefore, as part of the Operation Encompass procedure, and to help mitigate the resulting 

negative impact, school will now receive a confidential information from West Midlands 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/


Police or Children's Services regarding any child or young person has been witness to, or 

involved in, any reported domestic abuse incident.   

Here at St Martin's, we have a dedicated and child-focussed Safeguarding Team. They are 

specially trained to effectively use the information the Police share, in confidence, and 

enable the school to provide the right support to any child and their family.   

We always endeavour to offer the best support possible to our pupils and believe this will be 

extremely beneficial for all those involved.  

More information can be found at https://www.operationencompass.org/ 

However, if you have any concerns or questions regarding Operation Encompass, please do 

not hesitate to speak to a Designate Safeguarding Lead. 

 

https://www.operationencompass.org/
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